RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING ACCEPTANCE OF TOWNSHIP OF
HARDING’S REQUEST FOR TERMINATION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
EASEMENT AND COMPENSATION AMOUNT FOR GLEN ALPIN

WHEREAS, the Morris County Board of Chosen Freeholders (n/k/a the Morris County
Board of County Commissioners) entered into four grant agreements under the Morris County
Historic Preservation Trust Fund (Program) between 2005 and 2007 totaling $651,100 with the
Township of Harding (Township) for a project entitled “Glen Alpin” (Property); and

WHEREAS, the four grants committed the Township to enter into a 30-year deed of
historic preservation easement with Morris County to assure the preservation and protection of
the Property from inappropriate use and alteration regardless of who owns, maintains, occupies
or uses it; and

WHEREAS, the Township has proposed to split the Property into two parcels consisting
of the Glen Alpin home and the remaining open space, sell the home parcel to a private owner
with the financial capacity to restore the structure, terminate the 30-year historic preservation
easement with Morris County, and subject the home parcel to a permanent historic preservation
easement to be held by the New Jersey Historic Trust which will include the provision of public
access of at least 12 days a year; and

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Historic Preservation Office has determined that the project
for the subdivision and sale of the Glen Alpin home does not constitute an encroachment under
the New Jersey Register of Historic Places Act; and

WHEREAS, per Program rules, Sec. 5.17-C3, the Township held a public hearing on
April 19, 2021 to receive public comments on its request to terminate Morris County’s historic
preservation easement on the Property; and

WHEREAS, per Program rules, Sec. 5.17-C12, the Township made a presentation to the
Morris County Historic Preservation Trust Fund Review Board (“Committee”) on May 19, 2021
regarding its request to terminate the easement; and

WHEREAS, the Township represented that the permanent easement including the
protected features and public access of at least 12 days per year, and the Preservation Plan
developed for the Property provide a framework for the future preservation and protection of the
Property by the private owner; and

WHEREAS, per Program rules, Sec. 5.17-C10, the Township shall provide reasonable
compensation for its request to terminate the Historic Preservation Easement; and

WHEREAS, the Township proposed to provide no financial compensation in exchange
for the release of the Historic Preservation Easement; and



WHEREAS, the Committee recognized that the proposed permanent easement will run
with the land and the enforcement of same will be by the New Jersey Historic Trust; and

WHEREAS, the Committee acknowledged that the Township had defaulted on the
County’s easement on the Property by not providing public access to the Property any time after
receiving grant funds; and

WHEREAS, the Committee recognized that the County’s taxpayer dollars in the Morris
County Open Space, Farmland, Floodplain Protection and Historic Preservation Trust Fund were
expended to fund various improvements to the Glen Alpin property, including replacement of the
roof and the installation of an HVAC system; and

WHEREAS, the benefits from the improvements made to the Property, under the
Township’s proposal, would be enjoyed by private owners, which are specifically excluded as
eligible applicants in the Program; and

WHEREAS, the Committee is mindful of the policy of the Program that strongly
discourages the termination of easements on historic properties preserved with Program
assistance; and

WHEREAS, the Committee recognized that Program funds that were provided to the
Township for the preservation of this Property likely increased the potential sales value of the
Property; and

WHEREAS, the Committee recognized that the work completed with assistance of
Program funds would likely cost more if done currently rather than at the time the work was
completed, and that, therefore, reasonable compensation cannot be calculated using a straight
line depreciation; and

WHEREAS, the Committee determined that it is in the County’s best interest that the
full amount of the County’s Historic Preservation grants provided to the Property be returned
from the Township to the County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Morris County Historic Preservation Trust
Fund Review Board as follows:

1. The Committee recommends that the Board of County Commissioners of the County of
Morris accept the Township of Harding’s request to terminate the County’s historic
preservation easement on the Glen Alpin property in the Township of Harding.

2. The Committee recommends that the Board of County Commissioners require the
Township of Harding, at the time of the sale of the Glen Alpin property, to reimburse the
Morris County Historic Preservation Trust Fund the full amount of all the historic
preservation grants, or $651,100, that the Township received.

3. This resolution shall take effect immediately.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution shall be entered into the
permanent records of the Board.
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I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Morris County Historic
Preservation Trust Fund Review Board at a meeting held on June 7, 2021.
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